Lessons from the Peckham experiment.
This article is a review of a recent book by Alison Stallibrass about the study of the biological aspects of human health, which was undertaken in the 1920s/1940s and known as the Peckham experiment. It examines the implications of the study and the theories of health which arose from it, for the direction which health care might take, in the light of the current re-examination of the NHS, which resulted from the recent white papers 'Working for patient' and 'Caring for people'. It concludes that nurses may find lessons in the experiment to guide their practice, where the indications are that nursing is developing a broader, more holistic role.